The Goremykine Cabinet           lea
the Government for the brutal repression of the revolu-
tionary movement and demanding the immediate release
of all who had been imprisoned during the recent dis-
turbances. The address was unanimously approved
by vote of the members present, the small group of
Octobrists and Conservatives having left the hall without
daring to vote against it.
The adoption of the address amounted undoubtedly
to an attempt on the part of the Douma to arrogate to
itself the rights of a constituent assembly, and to revise
the charter of 1905 in an ultra-radical sense. It caused
the greatest consternation in Government circles, and
was followed by a dispute between the representatives
of the nation and the monarchical power with regard to
the manner in which it was to be presented to the
Emperor. He refused to receive the delegation appointed
for the purpose by the Douma, and sent word to the
President that he would not accept the address except
through the hands of the Minister of the Court. The
deputies resented this affront all the more keenly because
they had used the utmost pains to clothe their requests
in language that was most correct and even imbued with
loyalty toward the person of their Sovereign. Thanks
to the good sense of some of the leaders of the Cadets,
the point was not pressed ; the Douma declared that it
was the tenor of the address that mattered and not the
mode of presentation, and, recognizing that the Em*
peror's refusal, which applied equally to the Council
of the Empire, implied no blame, they submitted to
what they chose to consider as a mere conformity
with the protocol of the Imperial Court.
But soon afterwards the antagonism between the
Douma and the Government grew more acute, when ML
Goremykine mounted the tribune for the first time to